
Collaborative TfT 
Professional Development

In October, teachers and administrators from Oakland Christian School and Lansing Christian 
school joined together for our first collaborative professional learning day! Though we’re over an 
hour apart, we are each other’s closest TfT neighbors, and were inspired to commit to try a new 
approach to professional development. Both schools serve students in preK-12 on one campus. 

The day focused on growing our TfT practices, particularly Storylines and FLEx design, with a deep 
hope to journey together in community, supporting and encouraging one another toward 
formational learning that connects all learning with God’s Story. It was a great opportunity to 
build relationships with new colleagues and engage in all the Habits of Learning!

After an opening circle in which faculty laughed their way through the dice initiative and 
greeting protocol, they worshiped together and heard from an LCS parent-pastor about the 
impact of Christian education on students and families.

We broke into teacher-led sessions on a variety of topics, 
including outdoor education, sharing formational learning 
stories through video, and reflection in the early grades. 
In a session on faith integration in mathematics, teachers 
engaged in curious thinking about the “why” of teaching 
and learning mathematics in the context of the schools’ 
mission and vision statements.

The LCS Commons are set up and ready to welcome guests.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZqoyWcNrdXQAYy59Lh5Z1Ugb_5fED58_l0iUOFlNevM/edit?slide=id.g3a436531a7a_0_42#slide=id.g3a436531a7a_0_42
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZqoyWcNrdXQAYy59Lh5Z1Ugb_5fED58_l0iUOFlNevM/edit?slide=id.g3a436531a7a_0_42#slide=id.g3a436531a7a_0_42


Next, teachers met for roundtable discussions in grade-level or subject-area groups. We practiced 
joy-filled collaboration as we explored Storyboards in classrooms all over the school in a 
Storyboard scavenger hunt.

We spent the afternoon in a celebration of learning through sharing FLEx cards from completed 
activities, then gave and received feedback on upcoming FLEx through the tuning protocol. It was 
a great way to gain new ideas, learn about what our colleagues are working on, and engage in 
gracious communication and courageous design.

After lunch, teachers were invited to go on a trail 
hike on Lansing Christian School’s campus and enjoy 
God’s creation. 



We ended our day in a closing circle to reflect on our learning. It’s not every day you end up 
conversing with someone in a matching outfit during concentric circles!

Our day together was a blessing, and certainly not the end of our opportunities to learn and grow 
together. Our art teachers already gathered at OCS to learn more about each other’s programs and 
opportunities for advanced art courses. We’re excited to keep dreaming about and planning future 
shared learning experiences.


