
 

SFC Deep Hopes 2025-26 

Dawn Wieking 
HS English 

My deep hope is that what students read and the language they use will be measured according to God's Word, for the purpose of pointing 
themselves and others to the truth of the Gospel. 

Amber VanVoorst 
HS Science 

My deep hope is that as we study God's world, we understand the mystery of His design, see His plan for each and every part of creation, 
and that these discoveries inform us how to live as His people.  

Blanche Hoff 
10th ELA 

My deep hope is that students will see language and literature as a powerful tool for advancing God’s kingdom and will recognize, reflect, 
and respond to their stories as part of God’s grand story. 

Luke Vander Leest 
Spiritual Life 
Director 

My deep hope is that my students will develop spiritual habits that will increasingly grow their love for God’s Word, their connection to the 
body of believers and that they will be equipped and encouraged to live a life of purpose that blesses others and brings glory to God. 

Brett Keepers 
6th Science 

My deep hope is...for all students to observe and explore the wonders of God and His creation and to discover His purposes for their lives in 
Christ Jesus. 

Jared Smith 
8th Science 

My deep hope is that through questioning, research, and the tests of life, students come to the conclusion that Jesus Christ is Lord! 

Alecia Rayhons 
MS/HS Band 

Through music, we will grow together in cooperation and community, tuning our voices, our instruments, and ourselves to better praise and 
glorify God. 

Ethan Poulter 
7th Bible 

My deep hope is that my students will be transformed by the Gospel and live life enjoying God's grace and extending God's glory.  

Ben Tiemersma 
6th Bible 

My Deep Hope is that the story of the Bible will come alive in each of my students’ lives, that they will see their daily need for Jesus Christ, 
and they will look outward by serving those around them and glorifying God. 

Madi Motl 
Business 

My deep hope is that students will anchor their identity in Christ, allow His truth to shape their thinking and choices, and live in a way that 
reflects His love and leadership to the world around them. 

Lisa Pettengill 
EC 

My deep hope is that my students will discover the Lord's unfailing love and share that love with others to grow His Kingdom.   
 

Pam VanKley 
EC 

My deep hope is through exploring, playing and singing my students will joyfully see God's love in every part of His creation. 

Jenni Kooima 
EC 

My deep hope is that God's Word will be firmly planted in our hearts and that we will know and experience Christ's amazing love for us as we 
learn and play. 

Jaci Poppema 
Learning Center 

My deep hope is that all students know that they are seen, loved, and celebrated by God and their community. 



Natalie Sax 
11th ELA 

My deep hope is that as we read and analyze literature and compose our own stories, may our thoughts be anchored in following Jesus way, 
believing His truth, and modeling His life. 

Emily Knopf 
4th Grade 

My deep hope is that students know how loved and valued they are by our Creator, and in response, they live boldly for Christ - shining their 
light and joy for Jesus and seeking to Flourish in HIS Kingdom. 

Heidi Mills 
HS Library 

My deep hope is that my students know they have an important role in God’s world and are part of a story that is grander than we can 
comprehend. I want them to experience the wideness of God’s Grace and love, and respond with a grateful and obedient heart. 

Caiden Capaldo 
HS Bible 

My Deep Hope is that through dependence on and submission to the Word of God with discernment in our study of history, philosophy & 
tradition, we would pursue academic excellence, informed charitability and positional clarity so that we would SAVOR THE GLORY OF GOD 
in our thoughts, emotions, speech and actions. 

Sonya Lietha 
Learning Center 

My deep hope is for everyone to truly understand that our unique learning styles are a gift. God created each of us exactly as we are, on 
purpose and for a purpose, so that we might live in a way that honors and glorifies Him. 

Emily Ariko 
HS Art 

My deep hope is that as you learn more about our great Creator and how we were made in his image, you would put Him above all else and 
glorify Him through your own creations. 

Jason Schramm 
US History 

My deepest hope is that all American History students will realize how vital it is to learn about and embrace forgiveness and the acceptance 
of forgiveness from a Biblical perspective that has and will continue throughout all times until the day of judgment.  

Brittany Vollmer 
6th Math 

My deepest hope is that my students will FEEL valued as a Child of God and SEE the value in everything around us, including mathematics! 

Katie Osbeck 
7th Math My deep hope is that students will see God's handiwork as they discover the order, intentionality, and beauty of His creation. 

Ellie Fuhs 
HS Art/Ceramics 

My deep hope is that through creativity and originality, students will use artistic expression to inspire thoughtfulness and move the hearts of 
others, revealing the beauty and truth of God through their work. 

Alison Kroese 
4th Grade My deep hope is that students appreciate and embrace who God made them to be as they flourish in their faith and thrive in God’s world. 

Shelley Skinner 
Calc/Statistics 

My deep hope is for my students to be part of the equation as resilient problem solvers and confident mathematicians, embodying the 
beauty, creativity, and joy of mathematics, and acknowledging GOD as the giver of these incredible gifts. 

Sierra Weems 
4th Grade 

My deep hope for my students is that we can all grow in confidence and joy as God's children, rooted in truth, so we can shine His light and 
help each other flourish. 

Ashley Huisken 
7th ELA 

My deepest hope is that students use language and literature to see the light in others’ stories and learn to let their own light shine before 
others, becoming children of light. 

Michele Link 
EC Principal My deepest hope is to ignite wonder for God's world and a desire to discover more about Him and His amazing love! 

Darci Wassenaar 
HS Bible 

My deep hope is for my students to experience God in all His majesty, power and glory 
and therefore grow in their love for Him and His Word, resulting in a life lived to magnify Him. 

Jessica Espland 
MS STEM 

My deep hope is that students grow in their love for God through observation and exploration of what He has created and to fulfill the unique 
purpose that He has for them. 

Michael 
Groenenboom 
MS/HS Band 

My deep hope is that, through band, students will develop both the ability and the desire to pursue excellence, diligence, character, and 
community as acts of worship- and to apply that pursuit both inside and outside the band room. 



Kindergarten 
Teachers Our deep hope is that our students know they are created and held together by God's love. 

Kelsi Heard 
8th Bible 

My deep hope is that students would encounter a God who is not tame nor distant but the God who is aggressive in love and soft in comfort 
and forgiveness. 

Olivia Vander Haag 
8th Social Studies 

My deep hope is that by exploring the blessings & brokenness of the past, we will uncover what is TRUE about God, ourselves, and the 
world and strive to live Rooted in the Truth. 

Rachel Hekman 
10th Social Studies 

That social studies will give students a deep desire and ability to seek shalom: right relationships with God, with others, and with God’s 
creation. 

Rachel Stewart 
HS Spanish 

My deep hope is that students will be empowered to step out of their comfort zones with COURAGE & CURIOSITY to engage with their 
neighbors wherever God leads them. 

Eric Kooima 
MS/HS Choir That you will learn to be empathetic singers who authentically express themselves through music to make an impact for God’s Kingdom 

Kym Johnston 
Elem Principal My DEEP HOPE for the SFC community is that Christ will be magnified in all that we do so that we may make a Godly impact on the world. 

Jacob Pettengill 
MS Principal 

My deep hope is that every person in Sioux Falls Christian Middle School feels seen, valued, and connected as part of a Christ-centered 
family. 

Kevin Vanderwal 
HS Principal 

My DEEP HOPE is that students and staff will faithfully sow seeds of impact, using the gifts God has given them, trusting that in His time, 
those seeds will grow, multiply, reach and bear fruit in the broken world around them for His glory and purpose. 

 

Tanner Hilbrands 
HS Government 

My deep hope is that students in my class will be engaged and knowledgeable citizens who strive to make an impact on the Kingdom. They 
will be active and engaged Christ-like citizens of society. 

Brenda Hrbek 
HS Spanish My deep hope is for my students to grow as Christ-treasurers, neighbor-lovers and community-builders through studying Spanish. 

Chris Skinner 
HS Science 

“My Deep Hope is to enable students to become independent learners through the development of problem-solving skills, in order to see 
the Creator’s masterful presence/design in ALL aspects of life.” 

Mallory Hoekman 
7th Science My deep hope is that students see God in the world and take care of what He created. 

Sundy Kinsley 
8th Math 

My deep hope is that students will see math as an invitation to discover the hidden language of God’s creation and will use their 
mathematical gifts to build a God-glorifying masterpiece–PIECE BY PIECE. 

Diana Lawrence 
Elem Learning Center 

My deep hope is that my students believe they can learn and grow, and that God is shaping their hearts and minds with every step they 
take. 

Sarah Heiser 
Elem Counselor That students, in times of celebration and in times of challenge, would look to Jesus as the true hope for their lives. 

Tanya Brazones 
HS Learning Center 

My deep is that everyone will understand that each person learns differently. God made you who you are on purpose, for a purpose, to 
glorify God. 

Luke DeBoer 
9th ELA 

My deep hope is that students discover learning as a form of worship — that in every act of reading, writing, questioning, and creating, they 
are awakening to the God who wrote them into the story of salvation. 

Ellory Stroh 
HS Science 

My deep hope is that my students discover God's intricate attention to detail; that they see God's un-matched creativity, precision, and 
power in everything. I pray they find evidence of God’s order and reflections of his design. I hope my students are in awe-struck wonder of 
our amazing God. 

Ephron Poyer 
HS Bible 

My deep hope is for us to increasingly feed on and live by God's every word, because it is His delight and plan to make us more like Jesus 
in all our ways. 



Jessica Bebensee 
Development 

It is my DEEP HOPE that all students would come to a place of understanding their true identity in Christ, and how that identity brings 
freedom and a call to live their lives with purpose in the Kingdom of God. 

Melissa Steventon 
Elem/MS Choir 

My deepest hope for my students is that each one will experience the power of music to help them FEEL SEEN and understood, to find a 
place where they BELONG, and to discover the GOOD that God has built into each one of them as image-bearers of Him. 

Bethany Van Raalte 
8th ELA 

My deep hope is that in our speaking and writing, we use our words purposefully, truthfully, with excellence, for God's glory - because words 
matter. 

Jeremy Roberts 
HS Science 

My deep hope is that each person understands the value that God built into all of His creation, that it ‘sings’ in honor of Him, and turn that 
into a deeper love for God shown in how they live. 

Megan Klima 
Elem PE 

My Deep Hope is that my students would see themselves as image bearers, fearfully and wonderfully made, and would desire to support 
one another as the Body of Christ. 

Christine Ehrisman 
Oral Interp 

My deep hope is that students will discover their unique, God-given creativity and share that gift in community with others as a loving act of 
worship. 

Señora Wahl 
Elem Spanish 

Que aprendan amar a tu prójimo aún mejor por aprender español. 
That you may learn to love your neighbor even better by learning Spanish. 

Sarah Spronk 
Learning Center 

My deep hope is that students will see that they are made in God’s image, that they are loved, and that they are an integral part of God’s 
family. It is my mission to support staff and parents to ensure that students of all abilities belong at Sioux Falls Christian. 

Shane Dooyema 
Accounting 

My deep hope is that, through this class, you better understand accounting, become eager to learn about all the different accounting 
applications, and think of ways you can integrate faith-based principles outside the classroom. 

Janna Aukes 
EC 

My deep hope is that as we explore God's world together, students will learn to see God's love everywhere, feel that love here and share 
that love with others. 

Stephanie Veltkamp 
2nd Grade 

My deep hope is that students will feel deeply loved and they will eagerly learn about Jesus so that they can boldly go into the world and 
joyfully serve while courageously telling others about Him. 

First Grade Our deep hope is that we know God’s truth. We are fully loved by Him, and we have been created to L.O.V.E. because He first loved us. 

Lana Bornitz 
EC It is my deepest hope that children will develop an enthusiasm for learning while they experience and recognize God’s love. 

Zach Perry 
6th Social Studies 

My deep hope is that you love the Lord your God with your whole being, love your neighbor as yourself, and walk humbly with God by 
learning and doing what is right. 

Darcy Shumaker 
3rd Grade My deep hope is that you grow in your love for God and know that He created you for a special purpose in His story 

Jill Engel 
6th ELA My deep hope is that students learn to discern truth and discover ways to join God in his story. 

Lynae Dreesen 
EC My deep hope is to nurture a love of learning, a love of others, and a love of Jesus in all my students.  

Leah HIsken 
Civics Students at SFC would use their God-given gifts to give back to others and glorify the Lord in all that they do! 

Michelle Korn 
EC 

My deepest hope is that through play and exploration, my students learn of the amazing, unconditional love of Jesus and ways to express 
that love with others. 

Alicia Merill 
Algebra 2 My deep hope is that students will be able to intertwine problem solving skills with trust in God’s perfect order to approach life’s challenges. 

 


